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by all members in proportion to their strength and means, The
contributions of different countries may vary in size but they must
be the same in form and equal in quality and comradeship. These
considerations apply to everyone of the countries now linked with
us. Moreover, the success of our plan for preventing war depends
not only upon rallying many nations, great and small, to resist
aggression, but on obtaining from each the fullest possible service.
Without that there is no safety. This is the real crux.
We have every reason to be contented with the reception which
the Conscription Bill has received abroad. It could never have been
intended to overawe Germany or Italy. In those countries they
count their soldiers by the million; and Signor Mussolini says that
he has eight million. Therefore the addition of two hundred
thousand young men to our armed forces is no menace to the
Dictator Powers. It is the effect upon our Allies and those countries
to whom we have given guarantees that is important. This very
limited measure makes it plain that should we unhappily be involved
in another great war, the British contribution will not be only Naval
and in the Air, but Military. It will not only be a matter of money
and munitions, but of the man-power of the British Empire, which,
as it is gradually mobilised and trained, will make its weight tell
with increasing force until the end is reached. All that one hears
from France shows how important have been the advantages gained
in French public and army opinion by this step. The hostile
propaganda has received a convincing answer. Countries like
Poland and Rumania, and in fact every country on the borders of
Nazidom, have been cheered and fortified by the steps which His
Majesty's Government have thought it right to take.
But the results at home are no less satisfactory. The Opposition
Parties have felt it their duty to oppose the institution of compulsory
military service in time of peace, and they had an absolute right to
do this. When someone said to me the other day how shocking
it was that the Labour Party, the Liberals and the Trade Unions
were not all united upon the Bill, I could not help remarking that
perhaps they were still impressed with the arguments which we
ourselves were all being told and taught to use, up till a month ago.1
We do not want to have any quarrel with the Opposition over this.
It is quite natural that they should make their protest, and in view
of all that has been said in the past, I do not see how they could
have done less than they have done. But there is nothing un-
democratic about this measure ; it is the most democratic thing w§
1 Mr. Chamberlain had onfy a few weeks before condemned Conscription as
*' undemocratic."
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